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SNA President’s Message     

January 2020 was the last time I physically touched my New York 
grandkids. Since the eldest was born, 11 1/2 years ago, I’ve arrived at 
their doorstep every three to four months.  Neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night stayed this Grandma from the swift completion of 
her self-appointed rounds. Until Covid-19. 
Same story everywhere, right? 
Yet we know that we in Seaside are the lucky ones! We live near the 
beach, we have caring  neighbors, we can walk our tranquil streets, and 
local civic and religious institutions funnel resources to those in need.

Since the Seaside Neighborhood Association was re-invigorated 6 years 
ago,our goals have been to celebrate the people in the wonderful area in 
which we live, and to act as a conduit between the City and Seaside. 
We need a little help to continue running this all- volunteer organization.
First of all, be certain to JOIN SNA, 
http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html.  

We’re presently looking for someone who would enjoy soliciting local 
business owners to become SNA Business Sponsors.
I would like a few people to act as City Council watch and State 
Government watch, to report on topics of importance to our area.
And finally, we need a photographer to capture all the excitement of our 
activities and awards.

(Virtual) Hugs and Good Health to All, 
Tricia Blanco    seasideneighborhoodassociation@gmail.com   

           

IT’s a Party!!!
MEMBERS ONLY will be invited to a VIRTUALLY wild and crazy 
SNA HOLIDAY MIXER,  to be held via Zoom in early December. 

Games? A holiday hat contest? You betcha. BYOB and see you there!
     

http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html
mailto:seasideneighborhoodassociation@gmail.com


Sharon Kalani 

In March, the first-ever 
District elections in Torrance 
resulted in Kalani’s election 
to represent District 4. A 
businesswoman and Board 
Member of the South Bay 
YMCA, Kalani  campaigned 
on a balanced response to 
the City’s budget woes, 
homelessness and safety. 

Mike Griffiths

Community first, says 
Griffiths, who is heavily 
involved with the downtown 
area renovation and the 
Chamber of Commerce. To 
preserve Torrance’s single 
family neighborhoods, he 
founded Cities for Local 
Control, a statewide coalition 
of cities fighting 
Sacramento’s one-size-fits- 
all .zoning directives.

Aurelio Mattucci George Chen

Heidi Ashcraft Tim Goodrich

Ashcraft says her five years 
on Council gave her plenty 
of experience with budget 
cuts. But ,she notes,the 
length of time that the 
pandemic forced business 
closures caused more fiscal 
adjustments than anyone 
originally anticipated, It took 
cooperation from all City 
Departments to balance the 
books.

Goodrich’s request that Staff 
highlight residents’ and the 
City’s positive efforts to help 
each others during the 
pandemic resulted in the 
Torrance Cares campaign.. 
.https://www.cityoftorrancec
a.com/tcconnections.html
Goodrich recently also 
spearheaded the placement 
of a County ballot box,  as 
an option for local voters.

“Keep Torrance Clean” is more 
than a slogan, it’s  a lifestyle for 
Mattucci, who has personally 
directed city crews to pick up 
discarded household items. 
Relocating homeless people is 
a frequent focus of his media 
posts. And, he’s on team 
Roadrunner when it comes to 
Wile E Coyote and family 
hanging out in the City’. .

George Chen currently 
serves as the Chair of the 
Council’s Employee 
Relations and Public Safety 
Committee. Chen,a retired 
engineer and manager,  
believes Torrance can be the 
‘Silicon Valley of the South 
Bay’ and also envisions high 
level youth sports games in 
the city.

Spotlight on City Council

https://www.cityoftorranceca.com/tcconnections.html
https://www.cityoftorranceca.com/tcconnections.html


North HIgh 2010 graduate JASMINE 
PARK probably had a better education 
than you did.  Her Bachelor degrees are 
from Harvard; her M.A. is from Yale. 
Today, she works for  the Future of 
Privacy Forum as a policy fellow for the 
Youth and Education Privacy team. She 
states: “Our school district exists to serve 
all students, and equity should be 
prioritized in our policies and practices. I 
will ensure that the specific needs of our 
most vulnerable student groups are not 
overlooked. As an expert on student 
privacy and educational technologies, I 
am passionate about fostering a culture 
of privacy at TUSD,  where all people 
understand … their role in,.. protecting 
student privacy..”  

RON RIGGS, real estate broker and 
banker, approaches a School Board  
appointment from the perspective of a 
basketball coach, which is a position he 
has relished for the last 30 years. Just as 
Riggs emphasizes the character 
development of his players over their ball 
skills, so he values the importance that 
talented and caring teachers can make 
in the overall development of a young 
person. Ron states that his business, 
banking and fund raising experiences 
have given him the know-how to keep 
the District in solid financial shape while 
providing top-notch teachers and 
top-level materials for the classrooms.

All current members of the TUSD 
School Board endorse Dr. ANIL 
MUHAMMED, PhD, as do a majority 
on the current City Council.  Dr. 
Muhammed’s BA in Computer Science 
served him well: while he was studying 
for his MBA and then a PhD in 
Education, education-based 
technology usage became the norm in 
classrooms.  Anil’s vision for a better 
TUSD begins with hiring and 
supporting excellent teachers. A close 
second is improving technology, both 
the district’s infrastructure and that 
used for instruction. Equity for all, 
mental health services and strong 
partnerships with institutions and 
businesses round out his goals.

   Age, Gender and Backgrounds Differentiate 
 TUSD School Board Candidates 

While in high school, 21 yr. old 
MADISON LASTER was the student 
member of the Redondo Bch. Board of 
Education. She graduated from both 
RUHS and El Camino College in 2018, 
and then completed  her B.A. at Sacto 
State in 1½ years. Madison presently is 
Chairperson of the Youth Engagement 
Committee for  the National PTA 
Board. She says, “ I want to focus on 
providing mental health services … for 
all as a proactive response to the 
global pandemic; to improve 
communication, foster more family 
engagement, and build a stronger 
sense of community; and to use my 
experience and leadership skills to 
make (TUSD) even better..”



What will Halloween look like in a 
pandemic year? Jack o Lanterns and 
ghosts are already peeking over the 
fences of local homes. CVS and Rite Aid 
are stocked with candy and zombie 
makeup. But will children be knocking 
on stranger’s doors? And will said 
strangers be handing out treats?
An unscientific survey of Seaside adults 
with young children seems to indicate 
that, regardless of whether their 
offspring leave their homes, the little 
ones  will be wearing costumes. I heard 
talk of dimly-lit scavenger hunts in the 
Covid-safe environment of kids’ own 
bedrooms, L.A. County ‘cancelled’ trick 
or treating, then downgraded that 
declaration to a strong warning that 
groups of people packed together can 
lead to disease transmission.  
Meanwhile, Sleepy Hollow residents 
wonder whether, as before, up to 600 
costumed kids will wander their flat 
streets on October 31st, looking for fun, 
spooky thrills and, of course, candy.

2020 Holidays in Seaside

Insert Halloween photo here.

No person or group organizes or 
coordinates the Sleepy Hollow Lights 
Displays. They are a 30+ years area 
tradition whose beauty attracts thousands 
of visitors every December.     In the event 
that people decide to put up their displays 
this year, and that visitors come out  to 
view them, the SNA Holiday Lights 
Committee is asking the City  to continue 
with the Emergency Vehicle Access Lanes 
that were instituted last year, and also add 
a permit system so that only residents and 
their guests in the area may park there. 
Other new ‘asks’ this year are that the lane 
closures not begin before December 11th, 
that a traffic direction sign be added on 
Reese to spread out some of the traffic, 
and that the Emergency Lane  on the east 
side of Robert Rd. at Doris be moved 
across the street. 20 residents                                        
worked on the Lights Committee this year, 
coordinated  by the unflappable Mike 
Short. mshort365@gmail.com .

mailto:mshort365@gmail.com


Long Time City Manager Retires

  Aram Chaparyan    LeRoy Jackson

After 37 years as City 
Manager and 54 years 

as a civil servant in 
Torrance, LeRoy Jackson 
has retired. Assistant City 

Manager Aram 
Chaparyan was selected 
by City Council to step 
into LeRoy’s well worn 

shoes.

 TUSD and Private Schools Still Closed

Per State Department of Health guidelines, all schools in LA County 
remain physically closed. To clarify, K- 12 students are in class; they are 
just not in a school. At home, in daycare centers, in learning ‘pods’ with a 
few other students, even at Starbuck’s, children are singing and reading 
together, middle schoolers are working in groups and teens are preparing 
for AP Exams. Through the Super-hero level effort and creativity of 
teachers, staff,  administrators, parents and students, our young people 
are still learning.

Councilman to speak on the Effects  of recent 
Zoning Bills to our area

Mike Griffiths be featured  at the Riviera Homeowners 
Assn.virtual General Meeting, to be held via Zoom on October 
14th 2020 from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. To attend, send a 
request for the meeting code to president@riviera.org.



Click on a photo to learn more about our Business Partners!

https://agents.farmers.com/ca/torrance/mark-hebson
https://jennachristensen.evrealestate.com
https://www.carldispenzieredds.com
http://www.rivieraorthodontics.com
https://fullypromoted.com/locations/redondo-beach-ca/
https://www.nothingbundtcakes.com/bakery/ca/torrance
https://www.seasideranchos.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bobsthebuilder/
https://southwoodpreschool.com
https://www.facebook.com/BlainesNutrition/


We       Our
Business Partners! 

The SNA is grateful for our Members and Business Partners who  
sponsor the Seaside Neighborhood Association’s programs. Their 
generosity helps make this possible, and we invite you to thank and 
support them. Please visit our website for information on how to 
become a Business Partner.

Join and/or Renew your SNA Membership!  
Your membership dues go towards the SNA Scholarship Award, Green 
Thumb Award, Holiday Lights Award and neighborhood events. The 
SNA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 and your donations are tax deductible 
within the law. All memberships are valid for 1 year from time of 
payment. Contact our Membership V.P. Jenna Christensen, at  
310-920-9387, if you’re not sure when your membership expires. To 
pay by credit card or PayPal, click the link below. To pay by cash or 
check, please mail or drop of your dues to SNA Membership, 4621 
Moresby Drive, Torrance 90505.  DONATE

http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join
http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html


Welcome New Neighbors!
The Seaside Neighborhood Association would like to welcome our new 
neighbors who have moved in over the summer! Please keep an eye out 
for these new homeowners, introduce yourself and give them a friendly 
“Hello!” We look forward to greeting you all at our next meeting or event 
and don’t forget to join the SNA!  JOIN SNA         

Linda Drive
Martin and Sandra Dempsey   Kylie Taylor   Ross, Matthew and Lisa Phung

Bindewald Road
James and Brinda Donatz

Carol Drive
The Pinier Family

Sharynne Lane
Steven and Kaylin Voss

Reese Road
Viral and Ruju Mehta

Biak Court
Daniel and Marta Burns

Warmside Avenue
Ryan Tatsuno

Carlow Road
Victor Radulescu and Jennifer Hinkle

Evalyn Avenue
Eunjeung Oh

http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html
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   Around the City 

The Torrance Theatre Company proudly 
announces an all-new virtual performance 
series that you can enjoy in the comfort of 
your own home.

PLAY-AT-HOME is back this fall with NINE 
FANTASTIC SHOWS presented online 
from September through December.

Each household must purchase a ticket for 
the show. Offerings include  ‘DRIVING 
MISS DAISY’ AND ‘A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL’ (DEC. 20TH), featuring 
Seaside’s own Perry and Cindy Shields.

Buying a ticket for PLAY-AT-HOME, 
featuring some of your favorite TTC actors 
and directors, means you are assisting in 
“keeping the lights on” at 1316 Cabrillo 
Ave, and in our preparations for your 
return to the space in 2021.


