
         JULY 10,  2019 VOLUME 1, #6  TRICIA BLANCO, PRESIDENT

Are the Holiday Lights 
Displays dampeningt 
your holiday spirit?


COME to the

Citizens Development & 
Enrichment Committee  

meeting on 

TUESDAY JULY 16th, 

3:30 -4:30,

West Annex Commission 

Room


… OR EMAIL 
kwand@torranceca.gov 


by July 13th .


More Information on P. 3. 

SEASIDE MATTERS

NEWSLETTER OF THE SEASIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION


BUTCHER-SOLANA PROJECT UPDATE. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on the Solana Residential 
Development Project consisting of a 5 story, 248 unit residential 
building on the southwest corner of Hawthorne Blvd. and Via 
Valmonte is now available for review on the City of Torrance 
website:  https://www.torranceca.gov/our-city/community-development/
planning/butcher-solana?fbclid=IwAR2rgCE-kihxCJk-
aKA5w_ZxxkNxg_ZOtmC3KGAGz5DiTA3NGbAzbZqvqtc

The City will collect comments on the contents of the DEIR  
through August 5, 2019.  Comments can be emailed 
to OMartinez@TorranceCa.gov.   Citizen groups are fighting the 
development, claiming it is too dense for the area, will bring in excessive 
traffic and that the soil may be contaminated. For the latest updates, go to 
hollywoodriviera.org/butchersolana/ 

In the neighborhood:  July 4, 2019.   Photos by Pam Jensen.
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Council Watch
Torrance City Treasurer Dana 
Cortez hasn’t shown up for 
work for more than 9 months. 
Shortly after her re-election in June, 
the City Council, with the direction of 
the General Manager, redirected a 
large number of her duties, and then 
cut her hours and pay by 50%,  to 
about $65,000 per year.  

Since October, Cortez has not returned 
to her desk. She cites health issues to 
explain her absence, and says she 
hasn’t resigned because she needs her 
health insurance. She continues to 
receive her salary, car allowance and 
pension credit. She can’t be fired, and 
the City charter is mute on this.                      

Rick Marshall has begun a campaign to recall the 
Treasurer. “Life can bring about changes, 
hardships, and personal situations that impair an 
elected official’s ability to do the job they were 
elected to do,” he wrote in an email to the Daily 
Breeze. “In that case, an elected official should 
resign and let someone else fulfill the duties of the 
job.”

Thrice-elected 
City Treasurer 
Dana Cortez 
waves to the 
crowd at the 
Armed Forces 
Day Parade in 
May, 2018.

City Councilman Milton Herring resigned 
from his position in May 2019, then rescinded 
the resignation in June. His resignation was seen 
by some as a response to the Black Lives Matter 
supporters who have wreaked havoc on City Council 
meetings this year by protesting the shooting death of 
Christopher Mitchell in December by TPD. Protestors 
have reportedly singled out Herring, demanding he stand 
up for their cause. In June, Herring announced he would 
serve out the last 10 month of his tenure. He insisted that 
the protests played no part in his initial decision to resign. 
but he’s ready to facilitate dialog 

“I hear their anger, I feel their pain,” he said, “and I just 
want to create some dialog between them and the city.” 

Milton Herring, elected to City 
Council in 2016, enjoys the Armed 
Forces Day Parade with a family 
member in May, 2018.
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   SAFETY DURING THE HOLIDAYS  
City responds to Lights Displays issues.

City officials, police, and SNA officers were kept busy 

last December 2018 fielding calls and emails from 

worried residents who live on streets impacted by the 

Holiday Lights Displays. Residents reported the area was 

choked with moving vehicles and parked cars, 

pedestrians, strollers and even double decker buses! A 

new State law allowing vendors to sell on public 

property greatly increased the chaos.  

In response, beginning in February, SNA and about 40 

residents worked to prioritize needs and to create and 

disseminate a survey of the Sleepy Hollow area. In 

concert with City Staff, TPD, Public Works and other City 

Departments, residents and the Citizens Development 

and Enrichment Committee agreed to recommend to City 

Council the following improvements: NO PARKING FOR 

EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS signs to be placed on one 

side of affected streets during December; temporary 

STOP SIGNS to be placed northbound on Robert Rd. and 

Doris Way to calm traffic; 20 additional trash cans 

marked HOLIDAY to be LEFT OUT ALONG THE STREETS; 

and trash pickups will be increased in the area. 

More ideas still to be discussed include the City hiring 

security guards to direct traffic, a shuttle service, and an 

ordinance to limit outside vendors. A final Citizens 

Development and Enrichment Committee meeting will be 

held Tuesday, July 16, 3:30 -4:30 at the West Annex. 

Based on that meeting, the three Council members on the 

Committee may suggest more action items to Council.  

FACEBOOK PAGE

CLICK ON THE LINKS 
BELOW TO VISIT SNA’S 
FACEBOOK PAGE ,THE 

SNA WEBSITE  AND 
SEASIDE HEROES PARK 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

 THE FALL 2019 SNA 
MEETING WILL BE HELD 

IN EARLY OCTOBER. 

SNA WEBSITE

 HEROES PARK FACEBOOK 
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It is appropriate as we celebrate our nation’s Independence Day that July’s 
Special Somebodies in Seaside honors three local men who grew up in 
Seaside, went to school here, and are memorialized on a touching wall at 
Seaside Heroes Park: Joseph Anzack, Matthew Ferrara, and Micah Gifford.

Seaside Heroes Park, a 1.2-acre children’s play area and walking path at 22851 
Anza Ave., was dedicated in 2011. The park is a tribute to the three local men 
who died within a year of each other during wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Joseph Anzack Jr., 20; Matthew Ferrara, 24; and Micah Gifford, 27, were killed 
from December 2006 to November 2007. The white-and-black tile wall was put 
up with the help of a joint effort between the city and community members, led 
by long-time resident June Lee, who donated money toward its completion and 
places flags along the wall each Independence Day.  “This was their 
neighborhood,” the wall reads. “Answering this call to duty they became soldiers 
and made the ultimate sacrifice.”

Since 2014, SNA’s Vice President Jenna Christensen has organized volunteer 
weeding parties at Heroes Park in order to maintain the beauty and serenity of 
this special place. All ages are welcome to show up anytime between 8 and 11 
am the second Saturday of the month to lend a hand to the endeavor.                                       
This article was partly based on a Daily Breeze story by Sandy Mazza dated January 21, 2011.

  Special Somebodies in Seaside

From left, Joseph Anzack Jr.;     Matthew Ferrara, far right, with siblings:     Micah Gifford.
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   SNA’s MAY 29TH GENERAL MEETING 

       CELEBRATED LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!


Two SNA college scholarships were awarded to extremely deserving high school 
Seniors at our May 29th General Meeting. Samantha “Sammie” Kuo, daughter 
of Kane and Amy Kuo, attended Seaside Elementary and Calle Mayor Middle 
School. She graduated 38th in South class of almost 500. Among her activities, 
Sammie was team captain of SHS volleyball and is particularly proud of reviving 
the South High service club Apollo/Athena (A/A), which under her tenure as 
President went from 9 to 99 members. Sammie will attend UC Santa Barbara. 

Natalie Ibarra, who lives on Sepulveda Blvd. and is the daughter of Rubén and 
Guadalupe Ibarra, models a life of service that most adults can only aspire to. 
She is a founding member of Lets.Give, a grassroots volunteer organization 
created by high school students across Los Angeles in 2015. Natalie led over 
300 high schoolers to provide sneakers to middle schoolers in Watts, drove to 
Bakersfield to deliver 6000 items of clothing to migrant farmers, and much more. 
Her Senior year schedule include 4 Advanced Placement classes and Calculus. 
Bilingual in Spanish, Natalie is attending University of Arizona. 

Our scholarships are entirely funded by Individual/Family Memberships and 
Business Sponsors. All Seniors in high school residing in Seaside are eligible for 
a scholarship. Contributions to SNA are tax-deductible. We are a 501-c3 charity.              
SUPPORT OUR GENEROUS BUSINESS PARTNERS!  JOIN SNA!

          

Torrance dignitaries were on hand to 
celebrate two of Seaside’s many 
wonderful young people at our May 29th 
Scholarship meeting.   

Left to right:   

Councilman Aurelio Mattucci, Mayor 
Patrick Furey, Winners Natalie Ibarra 
and Sammie Kuo, Councilman Mike 
Griffiths and Councilman George Chen.
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2019 Business Partners

Arash Bakhtari | Riviera Orthodontics

Ralph Barton & Martin Rocha | Nothing Bundt Cakes 


Jenna Christensen | Engle & Volkers

Mexican Riviera Restaurant 

Steve Carroll | Carroll Property Inspections 

Pam Jensen | RE/MAX Estate Properties


Carl Dispenziere | D.D.S.

Joe Wilson | Wax Junkies Auto Detailing 
Jodi Lazor | Ceejay's Place for Flowers 

Kirk Jensen | Jensen Relocation 

Plaza Del Amo Animal Hospital  

Paula Henges |EmbroideMe, Torrance 

Mark Hebson | Farmers Insurance


Duffy Humbert & Beverly Wurth | Dream Dinners, Torrance


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS
Visit www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org to become a Business Partner


