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Seaside Matters

The Jensen home on 
Carol Drive shines 
with the spirit of 
Independence Day.

And speaking of independence, are you ready to lose 
most of yours when your next door neighbor’s single 
family home is torn down and converted into two 
buildings, AND each building houses up to 14 separate 
living spaces? 
What sounds like the plot to a horror movie is playing right 
now in Sacramento! The movie, entitled Senate Bills 9 and 10, 
is produced by Senator Scott Wiener, and stars all our 
State elected officials. Developers who are writing the 
script say that these bills will ‘ease California’s housing 
crisis’ and ‘open home ownership to marginalized 
populations.’ Yet there is no requirement to provide 
affordable housing!  Moreover, these bills incentivize 
developers to replace lower cost houses in residential 
areas with multiple expensive units. 
These bills are being debated in Sacto. this month!!!

SENATE BILL 9 okays setbacks of only 4 ft., 
reducing green space and trees. Ends 
single-family zoning to allow 6 units where one 
home is now standing. An existing lot can be split 
into two lots, and one home built upon EACH of 
the lots, PLUS an ADU and a J-ADU can be 
added onto each. No affordable units required.

SENATE BILL 10 allows 14 units of luxury 
apartments  on ANY lot except 
publicly-owned land, that is within ½ mile of a 
bus stop. No additional infrastructure 
required. Opposed by the Sierra Club and 
anti-gentrification groups. May be heard in 
Senate as early as MONDAY, JULY 12TH.

Write Senator Ben Allen and AssemblyMember Al Muratsuchi today!



SNA President’s Message     

 State prioritizes density over single-family homes    
Today’s President’s Message reprints portions of a Daily Breeze article published on  4/7/21 by 
columnist Susan Shelley. I concur with Shelley’s sentiments, but to be clear, I speak only for 
myself and not for the rest of the SNA Board nor the SNA membership - Tricia Blanco, President

“If Sacramento politicians and Los Angeles city officials have their way, we could be 
halfway there by the end of the year. By “there,” I mean an irreversible policy shift 
... where single-family zoning no longer exists, having been abolished … as an 
unsavory and embarrassing relic of a time when racial segregation was ... enforced 
by law or informally enforced by the real estate industry.

But that’s history. Today, the attack on single-family zoning is just a   
manipulative trick to benefit developers. Rather than protect anyone’s rights, it 
deprives everyone, regardless of race, ethnicity or national origin, of the 
opportunity to buy and own a single-family home in a low-density neighborhood 
with reasonable confidence that the property will continue to be a single-family 
home in a low-density neighborhood.

Senate Bill 9, legislation that has cleared the state Senate and is now pending in 
the Assembly, would abolish single-family zoning. Every single-family lot in the 
state would be automatically rezoned for a duplex, and each duplex could 
have one or perhaps two “accessory dwelling units,” also known as ADUs or 
granny flats. A small lot that currently is home to one household could quickly 
become home to four or six households. Cities would be powerless to require 
off-street parking or charge fees to cover the extra infrastructure costs that 
increased density would inevitably bring.

Senate Bill 10, which also has cleared the state Senate and is pending in the 
Assembly, would allow cities to abolish single-family zoning by passing an 
ordinance that allows apartment buildings with up to 10 units to be built on 
what are now single- family lots, if they are located in areas that are “transit- 
rich” or “urban infill.” As defined, that’s nearly everywhere.

If you’re bothered by the prospect of homes on your street turning into 
construction sites and then into multifamily housing with few or no parking 
spaces, call your state representatives and let them know what you think.” 
Muratsuchi:https://a66.asmdc.org/contact                                                         
Ben Allen: https://sd26.senate.ca.gov/contact/ 

https://a66.asmdc.org/contact
https://sd26.senate.ca.gov/contact/


 

June 2021:
Seaside Families 
Celebrate their 

Grads!



HOAs Advocate to 
Reinstate the Original 
‘Hardship’ Clause into 
the Hillside Overlay 
Ordinance (HOO)

An Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU), formerly known as a 
second unit or granny flat, is 
an attached or detached 
residential dwelling unit that 
is located on a lot with a 
proposed or existing 
primary dwelling and that 
provides complete 
independent living facilities 
for one or more persons. A 
Junior Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (JADU) is a residential 
dwelling unit that is no more 
than 500 square  feet  in 
area, and contained within a 
proposed or existing 
single-family dwelling. Click 
on link  for ADU Handbook 
*********************************
In 1977, a special overlay 
district was created for the 
hillside areas of Torrance. 
The Hillside Overlay was 
designed to protect 
neighbors’ light, air, privacy 
and view by limiting houses 
In the hillsides to one story, 
and subjecting them to 
special review criteria. About 
⅔ of Seaside is located in 
the HO area. Click on link 
for  Map of The Hillside 
Overlay .
*******************************
FAR = Floor to Area Ratio, 
for a home in the Hillside 
area is .50. Homes 
elsewhere in Torrance may 
have a .60 FAR. For more 
details, click here:  Chapter 
1 PURPOSE - DISTRICTS 
ESTABLISHED  

Torrance OKs 40 Tiny 
Homes for Unhoused

Riviera, Seaside and West 
Torrance are in the forefront 
of Associations  strategizing 
how to reinstate the original 
‘hardship clause’ back into 
the Hillside Overlay 
Ordinance (HOO). This 
clause limited the ‘hardship’ 
or reason that a home was 
allowed to be built outside 
the dictates of the HOO 
requirements (1 story, .50 
FAR and no impact on 
neighbor’s light/air, view or 
privacy) to be limited to 
topographical conditions of 
the lot. Since limiting 
hardship to topographical 
reasons was removed in 
2000, many oversized 
houses have been built in the 
hillside areas because the 
owner declared a personal 
hardship for needing an 
intrusive house, such as 
requiring room for a live-in 
caregiver, or having a big 
family. The HOAs anticipate 
that reinstating the original 
hardship clause would bring 
consistency and clarity to the 
approval process. Because 
many of the lots in Seaside 
run along a ridge and/or are 
very small, their topography 
would seem to be a 
legitimate ‘hardship.’ SNA 
thanks Onorio Marcella and 
Mario Obejas, who have 
participated in HOA 
discussions about this issue.

On June 23, City Council 
approved the construction  
and maintenance of 40 tiny 
homes on a lot behind the 
Courthouse. Most of the 
cost (about $230,000 for 
initial construction and $1.6 
million yearly for security 
and maintenance) is 
expected to come from 
State grants.The shelters 
are necessary because 
police can’t enforce 
anti-camping ordinances 
unless there are shelter 
beds available for the 
unhoused. Also, the City 
Council approved a 
comprehensive homeless 
plan, and strengthened the 
City’s anti-camping 
directive. The 2020 Census 
counted 332 people in 
Torrance without homes.

If you haven’t noticed that 
our Councilpersons have 
been the targets of personal 
attacks since 2019, then 
you haven’t watched a 
Council meeting. It must 
take courage, and a thick 
skin, to silently endure the 
slurs and name-calling. For 
that reason, I am impressed 
that 18 residents applied to 
serve as an interim (1 yr.) 
Councilperson. Among them 
are very active SNA 
members Melissa Wright 
and Mario Obejas. 

New Councilmember to 
be Announced Tuesday

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu_december_2020_handbook.pdf
https://hollywoodriviera.org/community-links/the-hillside-overlay/
https://hollywoodriviera.org/community-links/the-hillside-overlay/
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/html/Torrance09/Torrance0901.html#91.41
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/html/Torrance09/Torrance0901.html#91.41
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/html/Torrance09/Torrance0901.html#91.41


    Summer Fun in Torrance!

Discover 100 things to do in Torrance! 
https://discovertorrance.com/100-things-to-do-in-torrance/

Wilson Park Splash Pad! Open 10 AM - dusk.
Read, sleep, walk, surf, swim 
and smile at Torrance Beach!  

Summer Movie in the Park 2021!        
Enjoy the Pixar film ONWARD, rated 
PG, on  Saturday, August 28, at 
Greenwood Park, 1520 Greenwood 
Ave. Movie begins at dusk, about 8 .

https://www.torranceca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/66733/637602127585570000


We      Our

Business Partners! 

                                          

                       

  Business Partners

Carl Dispenziere, DDS
Pam Jensen - RE/MAX Estate Properties

Arash Bakhtari DDS, MS - Riviera Orthodontics
Paula Henges - Fully Promoted EmbroidMe 
Jenna Christensen - Engel & Volkers Realty

Nothing Bundt Cakes Torrance
Blaine's Nutrition Holistic Health Center

Mark Hebson - Farmers Insurance
Dr. Mori - Pearly Smiles Pediatric Dentistry

Denise Torres - 3-1 Development, Inc.
Matt Smith - Voit Real Estate Services

Wax Junkies Detailing
Riera’s Place

                 

  

The SNA is grateful for our Members and Business Partners who 
sponsor the Seaside Neighborhood Association’s programs. Their 
generosity helps make this possible, and we invite you to thank 
and support them. Please click their names below for information 
about all our community-minded Business Partners.   
www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org

https://www.carldispenzieredds.com
http://www.seasideranchos.com
http://www.rivieraorthodontics.com
https://fullypromoted.com/locations/redondo-beach-ca/
https://jennachristensen.evrealestate.com
https://www.nothingbundtcakes.com/bakery/ca/torrance
https://blainesnutrition.com
https://agents.farmers.com/ca/torrance/mark-hebson
https://hellopearlysmiles.com
https://www.3-1development.com
https://voitco.com
https://www.instagram.com/waxjunkiesdetailing/?hl=en
https://rierasplace.com
http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org


Become an SNA

Business Partner! 

The SNA is grateful for our Members and Business Partners who  
sponsor the Seaside Neighborhood Association’s programs. 
Their generosity helps make this possible, and we invite you to 
thank and support them. Please visit our website for information 
on how to become a Business Partner.

 Join and/or Renew your SNA Membership!    
Your membership dues go towards the SNA Scholarship Award, 
Green Thumb Award, Holiday Lights Award and neighborhood 
events. The SNA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 and your donations are tax 
deductible within the law. All memberships are valid for 1 year from 
time of payment. Contact our Membership V.P. Jenna Christensen, at  
310-920-9387, if you’re not sure when your membership expires. To 
pay by credit card or PayPal, click the link below. To pay by cash or 
check, please mail or drop of your dues to SNA Membership, 4621 
Moresby Drive, Torrance 90505.  DONATE

http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join
http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html

