
SEPTEMBER 3, 2022  SEASIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Seaside Matters
SNA GENERAL MEETING: Sept. 14th

   TREES, WATER, RECYCLING AND HEROES PARK            
are the focus of SNA’s General Meeting.  Time: 7:00 pm.    Doors open 
at 6:30 pm.  Location: Sea Aire Golf Clubhouse - 22730 Lupine Dr.

 

 

As evidenced by our brown lawns and gardens, Los Angeles County is in its 
third year of drought. What specifically does  the City of Torrance require of its 
residents to minimize water usage? Chuck Schaich, Public Works Policy and 
Resource Specialist, and Leah Portman, Administrative Analyst, will clarify 
water conservation laws and give suggestions for low water gardening. A 
fourth City employee, Sanitation Manager Chris Kuebert, will discuss 
recycling and kitchen food scrap disposal.  

“I speak for the trees, for the trees have no 
tongues,” says the main character in the wise Dr. 
Seuss book, “The Lorax.”  Many people in our area 
speak ABOUT the Torrance trees, wanting to know why 
they’re cut down, and what plans are in place to replace 
them. City Arborist  Luis Ochoa will answer questions 
about  the trees. Parks Services Manager Tracy 
Drake will discuss the City’s parks. Also, SNA VP of 
Membership Jenna Christensen will talk about the 
vegetation at our own Seaside Heroes Park, where 
she leads volunteers once a month in beautifying the 
grounds.



SNA President’s Message     

.
 Our NEW Meeting signs are here! Look for our new reusable 
Community Meeting signs with a QR code. Just scan the code with 
your smartphone to pull up the current meeting agenda. No 
smartphone? No problem! Our meeting agenda will be published  on 
our website under, you guessed it,  Meeting Agenda!
Here's a quick tutorial on how to pull up the agenda from our sign.   QR Code Tutorial

Catalysts’ Zoom Town Hall Series on Housing and Litigation
puts the spotlight on anti-single family housing legislation. “Sacramento is 
using threats to force local elected officials into compliance. It’s time to be 

bold and take back local control in our communities.” Torrance 
Councilperson Mike Griffiths, founder of California Cities for Local Control 
(https://localcontrolca.com/ ), is featured in ‘Why Our Cities Decided to Join 

the Litigation’ on Wednesday, September 21st, 5 - 6:30 PM.
To register, go to https://catalystsca.org/activities/townhall-2022/ .

WILL YOU BE A REPORTER? It would help the neighborhood 
enormously if residents who are keeping an eye on the big issues in 

Torrance would report back to the membership. Council watch, the City 
budget, adherence to the Hillside Ordinance, homelessness, TPD, and so 

many more issues affect our lives and are worthy of close attention.
Contact us at seasideneighborhoodassociation@gmail.com 

https://sd26.senate.ca.gov/contact/
https://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/meeting-agenda.html
https://youtu.be/Sm9LLVx227U
https://localcontrolca.com/
https://catalystsca.org/activities/townhall-2022/


SNA Hosts NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Around 75 residents, young and 
old, supported TPD at National 
Night Out at Heroes Park.



        

 Appointment of District 2 Councilperson
The replacement process for the Council seat previously held by Mayor Chen 
turned into a two episode telenovela without the sexy parts!  

The Mayor’s nominee, Alan Masnek, a 6 year resident who is approaching 
retirement after a career as a manager and engineer, wrote that his municipal 
experience began in 2021 when he was appointed to the Water Commission. 
Councilpersons Kaji and Mattucci voted repeatedly with the Mayor. Mr. Kaji 
reasoned  that because Mayor Chen had been elected by District 2, the Mayor’s 
choice reflects the will of the people of District 2. Mr. Mattucci stated  that he 
supported Masnek because of their shared conservative ideology,

The other three Councilpersons rallied behind Ms. Bridget Lewis, a 12 year 
resident of Torrance who has served for the last 8 years on two quasi-judicial 
city Commissions, and is Manager for Homeland Security at the Port of Long 
Beach. Over 50 resident letters of support were in the Agenda Supplement in 
support of Ms. Lewis, while there were none in support of Mr. Masnek. 

Councilperson Kalani remarked that while she personally was also convervative, 
this position required a person with governance experience in order to make 
informed decisions from Day 1. Councilperson Griffiths said that after 
interviewing Mr. Masnek for 1.5 hours, he found the candidate unqualified for 
this position. Councilperson Sheik very politely asked Mr. Masnek to withdraw 
himself from contention. The nominee did not do so.

Ms. Lewis described herself as a conciliator with the ability to bring about 
compromise. Mr. Masnek said that California has become ‘ungovernable’ and he 
would work to prevent that from happening to this city.

The possibility of making a  decision by coin toss or of spending  $500,000+ on 
a special election hung in the balance. During the final voting round, the last 
person to vote, Mayor George Chen, declared that, for the good of Torrance, he 
would himself become the coin in the coin toss. His vote for Bridget Lewis broke 
the tie.  You may view the meeting video, edited by Pete Verenkof, here:  
https://vimeo.com/745472611/d620cbfa76 .

   City Council Watch   by Tricia Blanco

https://vimeo.com/745472611/d620cbfa76


SOMEBODY SPECIAL in SEASIDE  
https://baronforjudge.com/

Seaside resident Abigail ‘Abby’’ Baron is one of two candidates in a 
November runoff for the office of Los Angeles Superior Court Judge, 
seat #60. Presently a child molestation prosecutor for the L.A. County 
District Attorney’s Office, Ms. Baron spoke with Seaside Matters about 
her personal and professional background,why she is running for Judge 
and life in Torrance with her fur baby, Izzy.

As a teen in her native 
Tennessee, Abigail Baron was 
drawn towards a leadership role 
in government and in the Justice 
system. She moved to L.A. to 
attend Pepperdine School of 
Law, and found her calling in the 
Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s office, where she has 
worked for the last 14 years. She 
says her specialty has been 
cases such as elder abuse and 
sex crimes, where empathy, 
impartiality and
discretion are of paramount 
importance because a wrongful

accusation can ruin a person’s life. In the last 3 years, she has been entirely 
involved in seeking justice in cases involving persons under 18 years of age.
Abby was approached to run for Judge by sitting Judges who thought she 
had the aptitude and character to do the job. (She is endorsed by about 80 
judges.) Abby  believes that a judgeship is a non-partisan position, and that a 
Judge must leave their personal ideology behind when they come to work. 
Her goal is to treat everyone who comes into her courtroom with respect.
Abby loves the Seaside area, where she’s lived for over 7 years. She and 
Izzy are seen regularly at the local shops, beaches and parks.  



AIRPORT NOISE REDUCTION?
The Riviera Homeowners Association states that some  people in the Riviera  and 
Seaside areas have experienced a huge increase in the amount of airport noise. 
“This is due,“ they say, “ to the City of Torrance not enforcing their no early left turn 
rule, the increase in flight schools at Torrance Airport,  and finally, the decision to 
allow training flights to also turn left upon  leaving the runway.”   The  RHA 
suggests annoyed  residents sign their  petition asking the City of Torrance to 
enforce the Torrance Municipal Code regarding the airport. . petition to reduce 
torrance airport impacts now   

NEW RACIST TEXTS EMERGE FROM TPD PROBE  
The State Attorney General’s investigation on the alleged racist behavior of 15 
TPD officers who have been placed on paid leave has revealed 390 graphic racist 
texts on the phones of two officers, according to The Daily Breeze, 
The Torrance Police Department responded with a prepared statement doubling 
down on its past promise to weed out bad behavior in the ranks and better serve the 
community, working with the Attorney General’s Office

The statement reads “Misconduct where officers fall below this standard will not be 
tolerated. We understand that we are fortunate to have the opportunity to improve this 
police department and take this responsibility very seriously. We will provide public 
safety. We will rebuild community trust. We will do better.” 
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/08/25/new-texts-show-extent-of-racism-a
mong-torrance-police-officers/

RENT STABILIZATION FOR MOBILE PARK RESIDENTS?
The new owners of Skyline Mobile Home Park have offered to limit rent 
increases until 2030 in hopes of dissuading the Torrance City Council from 
enacting a mobile home rent stabilization ordinance.  Council discussion on an 
RSO is tentatively set for Sept. 14th.  Primary owner John Saunders met with 
residents of the Senior Ctizens -only park last week to explain the need to pay 
taxes by raising  the rents. Residents of mobile homes own their buildings, but 
pay to rent the ground under them.

Trending Topics in Seaside

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/petition-to-reduce-torrance-airport-impacts-now
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/petition-to-reduce-torrance-airport-impacts-now
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/08/25/new-texts-show-extent-of-racism-among-torrance-police-officers/
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/08/25/new-texts-show-extent-of-racism-among-torrance-police-officers/


SNA  ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Every year, we add  more neighborhood events. IDEAS WELCOME!!
View all our Activities at: https://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/activities.html

    LIGHTS DISPLAYS AWARD
   SELECTION COMMITTEE

For 2022, this committee decided 
to design new Awards signs, 
which the winners will be able to 
keep and display for years to 
come.

   LANDSCAPE AWARD Committee
 Members needed!

Contact Jenna Christensen, 
jennachristensen@verizon.net 

The Green Thumb Awards are 
given seasonally to our residents 
whose loving attention to their 
landscapes make Seaside more 
beautiful.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
SELECTION COMMITTEE

People with experience in academics 
are needed to review the applications.
SNA gives out post-high school 
scholarships to deserving 
neighborhood students. Selection 
Committee members use a rubric to 
evaluate and score the applications. 
The Chairperson works with the 
Committee to get consensus on the 
winners.
Contact Kelly Wedel, 
wedelathome@verizon.net 
To view past winners, visit 
https://www.seasideneighborhoodas
sociation.org/past_recipients.html 

SNA-HLC Members and all  interested residents are invited to discuss 
various aspects of last year’s Lights Displays period, in order to plan 
for this year.  Topics include (but are not limited to)

● Emergency Access Lanes (Start date; Alternating street sides)
● Vendor ordinances and permits;  the Grinch       
● Traffic patterns, internal signage, external signage
● TPD assistance: Patrols; Reporting Issues
● Trash can distributions and pick up
● Neighborliness: trash, lights off, stopping cars to sell, etc.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 7:00 - 8:15 pm
at SEA AIRE GOLF CLUBHOUSE

   HOLIDAY LIGHTS COMMITTEE 2022 PLANNING MEETING

https://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/activities.html
mailto:jennachristensen@verizon.net
mailto:wedelathome@verizon.net
https://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/past_recipients.html
https://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/past_recipients.html




Become an SNA

Business Partner! 

The SNA is grateful for our Members and Business Partners who  
sponsor the Seaside Neighborhood Association’s programs. Their 

generosity helps make this possible, and we invite you to thank and 
support them. Please visit our website for information on how to 

become a Business Partner.

 Join and/or Renew your SNA Membership!     
Your membership dues go towards the SNA Scholarship Award, Green 
Thumb Award, Holiday Lights Award and neighborhood events. The SNA is 
a non-profit 501 (c) 3 and your donations are tax deductible within the law. 
All memberships are valid from January 1 through end of December. To pay 
by credit card or PayPal, click the link below. To pay by cash or check, 
please mail or drop of your dues to SNA Membership, 4621 Moresby Drive, 
Torrance 90505.  DONATE

http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join
http://www.seasideneighborhoodassociation.org/join.html


 

Business Partners

Carl Dispenziere, DDS
Pam Jensen - RE/MAX Estate Properties

Arash Bakhtari DDS, MS - Riviera Orthodontics
Rohan Peiris - Fully Promoted EmbroidMe 

Jenna Christensen - Engel & Volkers Realty
Nothing Bundt Cakes Torrance

Blaine's Nutrition Holistic Health Center
Mark Hebson - Farmers Insurance

Dr. Mori - Pearly Smiles Pediatric Dentistry
Denise Torres - 3-1 Development, Inc.
Matt Smith - Voit Real Estate Services

Wax Junkies Detailing
Riera’s Place

The End Bar/Lounge
Paradise Pool and Spa
Critters Fresh Seafood

                 

  

We        Our

Business Partners! 

https://www.carldispenzieredds.com
http://www.seasideranchos.com
http://www.rivieraorthodontics.com
https://fullypromoted.com/locations/redondo-beach-ca/
https://jennachristensen.evrealestate.com
https://www.nothingbundtcakes.com/bakery/ca/torrance
https://blainesnutrition.com
https://agents.farmers.com/ca/torrance/mark-hebson
https://hellopearlysmiles.com
https://www.3-1development.com
https://voitco.com
https://www.instagram.com/waxjunkiesdetailing/?hl=en
https://rierasplace.com
https://theend.biz
https://www.paradisepools.biz
https://www.critterslobster.com

